Great Wimbledonians

Kelly Jones née Marchant
WIIS Senior School Librarian 1992-2014
WIIS volunteer Archivist 2014 — 2025

23 Ieb 1952 — 4 I'eb 2025
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Lover of AFC Wimbledon, supporter
of WiSH, Wimbledon Community
Chorus member and regular volunteer

at Wimbledon Museum, Kelly was an
active part of the local community, as
well as a key member of staff at
Wimbledon High for many years as
WHS Senior School Librarian and
then as a volunteer Archivist when
she retired.

Kelly graduated from UCL University
of London with a BA in German with
Swedish in August 1975 and then
went on to complete a Postgraduate
Diploma in Librarianship. She worked
as an ILEA librarian, worked in a
school in Putney before having her
family. Her three children Rosie, Dom
and Alex and two grandchildren,
Ethan and Alba were her pride and
joy.

As Senior School Librarian at
Wimbledon High, she took the role of
encouraging girls to enjoy books and
reading seriously, and went out of her
way to ensure the library was an
integral part of school life and a
potential sanctuary for those wanting
a quiet corner. Kelly organised regular
author visits to school, such as the
well-known alumna K M Peyton,
whom the girls enjoyed quizzing at
great length, and with whom she
struck up a friendship and even
encouraged to publish her final book
When the Sirens Sounded about her
wartime days in Wimbledon. She was
an integral part of the WHS team, as
colleague Wayne Eaves recalls:




" We will miss Kelly enormously, both for her incredible knowledge and tenacity
in finding out the truth about the history of our school, but more importantly as
a beloved colleague and volunteer who was great fun to work with and gave so
much of her time to our school community. She would love that she is now a
permanent part of our school history.”

“ Kelly was always calm and

measured. She thoroughly enjoyed the
task of compiling folders of
challenging articles and readings for
my 6th form Geography students when
asked (often with limited notice).
Most especially I will remember her
suggestions for staff reading. She
introduced me to some interesting and
often overlooked writers."

On retirement in 2014, Kelly
remained connected to the school as a
voluntary Archivist. As self-
appointed ‘guardian’ of the school
history and archive, Kelly was also
instrumental in ensuring the history of
the school and the memory of those
characters who played a role in it
have been kept alive and well-
documented, encouraging students to
take an active interest in historical
artefacts and archives and bringing
the past to life for them.

She maintained the physical Archive
in Nursery Road and attended every
Birthday Reunion with her display of
magazines and photographs for guests
to enjoy. The ever-vigilant Kelly liked
nothing more than unearthing rare
volumes of books by or about alumnae
and thrived on the solving the
mysteries of sometimes very random
objects donated by WHS well-wishers.
Wimbledon High was fortunate to
have benefited from her substantial
local knowledge of people and places
and the connections she made working
as a local volunteer, for example at
the Wimbledon Museum. She knew
everyone and everything worth
knowing in SW19! She had an
encyclopeadic knowledge of the lives
of historical and notable alumnae and
former staff and spent many hours
researching them in the archive at the
behest of academics and journalists
from all over the world - her labours
rewarded as contributions to many
academic journals.
To honour Kelly’s contribution to the
school, an award in her name will be

given at our annual Speech Day.

Read more on our Archive website


https://wimbledonhighschool.daisy.websds.net/default.aspx
https://wimbledonhighschool.daisy.websds.net/default.aspx

